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Public expectations for transparency
have never been higher.



Technology provides us an ability to move beyond paper reports.
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The Bay Area’s Performance Monitoring Initiative
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Plan Bay Area established a regional 
vision for transportation, land use, and 

housing in the 21st century.



Planners sometimes spend too much time forecasting.
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** Not an actual travel demand model.
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Vital Signs seeks to track implementation of sustainability 
objectives in the region, creating a “one-stop shop” for 

tracking regional and local trends.
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Cutting-edge regions across the globe are leveraging technology.
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The biggest hurdle: data silos and institutional barriers.
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WHAT IS VITAL SIGNS?

The interactive Vital Signs website allows residents to explore trends 
on the regional, county, city, and even neighborhood levels.

vitalsigns.mtc.ca.gov
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WHAT IS VITAL SIGNS?

vitalsigns.mtc.ca.gov

The interactive Vital Signs website allows residents to explore trends 
on the regional, county, city, and even neighborhood levels.



Users can create customized charts that can be exported to 
PowerPoint with one click.













Cathy Chea @urbangeekbot
New BayAreaVitalSigns tool from @MTCBATA visualizes/tracks transpo

performance data! Your turn SoCal! #opendata vitalsigns.mtc.ca.gov

CA High-Speed Rail @CaHSRA
Data, lots of data, the most data. @MTCBATA unveiled their Vital Signs site 

and it’s awesome. #BayArea #SF #transit vitalsigns.mtc.ca.gov

TransForm @TransForm_Alert
We are nerding out on @MTCBATA’s new Vital Signs website: bit.ly/1x91RVY

TransitWiki @TransitWiki
Awesome new #data tool out of @MTCBATA. vitalsigns.mtc.ca.gov Enjoy, 

#transponerds!

Melanie Curry @currymel
New Vital Signs website from MTC is fun for all data nerds

la.streetsblog.org/2015/02/06/new… via @streetsblogla



78,000+
Bay Area residents have used the 

Vital Signs tool at least once



The reality: it’s a marathon, not a sprint.



The quantity of data available is increasing at an exponential rate; 
the public should not have to navigate multiple government 

agencies’ complex websites to track trends in their communities.
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Data visualization is essential for communicating complex 
information to the public at large.
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There are economies of scale when it comes to publishing 
and visualizing “Big Data”.
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Finally, there’s always room for improvement – for 
example, syncing more closely with long-range planning, 

integrating new technologies, and better serving the public.
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