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Greater Memphis Regional Freight Plan



ÅBi- State MPO ðTN and MS

ſPlanning area: 2 full counties 

and 2 partial counties 

ÅCoordination with West 

Memphis MPO, AR

ÅTransit ðCovers 2 States ðTN 

and AR

ÅPopulation approx. 1.1 

million

ÅEmployment ð1 in 4 in 

transportation and 

warehouse sector  

About Memphis MPO

West 
Memphis 

MPO

2
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About Memphis MPO ðFreight Overview

5 class 1õs railroads 

with over $400 

million invested in 
last few years

5th 
Largest Inland Port

4 Rõs

Busiest cargo 

airport in 

N. America

ROADS RIVER

RAIL RUNWAY
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About Memphis MPO ðFreight Advisory Comm.
Å2013ðRestructuring of the Committee

ſConducted a FHWA Peer Exchange

¶Washington DC

¶Chicago

¶Atlanta

¶Cincinnati

ſMembership ðTri-State

¶Chair ðPolicy Board Member 

(elected official)

¶Vice -Chair ðFAC Member (private 

sector)
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Regional Freight Plan

Regional 
Freight 

Plan

Jun 2016

Memphis 
Freight 

Infrastructure 
Plan

2008

Lamar Ave 

(US-78 ) 
Corridor Study 

2010-11

Regional Travel 
Survey 

2013-15

Freight 
Stakeholder 

Survey

2015

Freight Profile

2014-2015

Livability 2040 
Regional 

Transportation 
Plan

2016
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Regional Freight Plan - Approach

ÅLeveraging Previous Studies/ Plans

ÅUrban and Rural alignment

ÅLand Use 

ÅRegional Connections across US

ÅPeer Cities: El Paso, Oklahoma City, Tulsa, 

Kansas City, St. Louis, Minneapolis, Louisville, 

Cincinnati and Nashville

ÅManagement Strategies for through traffic

ÅAlignment with Arkansas

ÅAdoption - November 2017 
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Regional Freight Plan ðNational Level

Commodity
% of Total 
(weight)

Commodity
% of Total  

(value)

Coal-n.e.c. 34.1% Electronics 18.2%

Other 
foodstuffs

8.1%
Pharmaceuti
cals

15.5%

Gasoline 5.4%
Precision 
instruments

9.0%

Cereal grains 5.3% Machinery 6.7%

Nonmetal min. 
prods.

5.0%
Motorized 
vehicles

6.0%

Total Top 10 75.2% Total Top 10 75.3%

Mode
% of 

Tonnage
%  of Value

Roadway 93% 66%
Rail 5% 1%
River 2% <1%
Runway <1% 33%

Total 100% 100%

By tons

By tons

By Value

By Value



8

Regional Freight Plan - Regional Level

Total Truck trips Normalized per square mile Freight Train Traffic Inland waterways Commodity flow


