
Metropolitan Planning
Freight Assessment



Who you’re dealing with 
for the next 10 minutes.



 FHWA already developed for states:

 http://trid.trb.org/view.aspx?id=1120914

 Google: Statewide Freight Plan Template

Change the Label, Get to Work!

http://trid.trb.org/view.aspx?id=1120914




WHY?

 “The economy, stupid.”
-James Carville

 Planning: routes, materials, 
turn radii, stacking, signal 
timing, intermodal connectivity, 
etc.

 Focus for Feds = Focus for 
States and MPOs. 

 MAP-21, DRIVE Act, STRRA



WHO?

 YOU!
◦ Nobody knows your area better than the folks 
that live there.

◦ You have access.

◦ Freight elements of existing MTP or other 
documents.

 State DOT
◦ Many developing (or have already developed) 
Freight Plans.

◦ Freight Element of existing Statewide Plan



WHO?

 Stakeholders
◦ “Infiltrate” and earn private sector trust

 Business and Industry Coalitions, Business Leader 
Meetings/Luncheons, Chambers of Commerce, 
Economic Development Associations, etc.

 Knowledge and lunch!

 Share – it’s public information anyway.

◦ NHI Courses:

 Engaging the Private Sector in Freight Planning

 Freight and Land Use

 Fundamentals of Freight Data

 Integrating Freight into the Transportation 
Planning Process



HOW?
 Local documents and knowledge coupled with 

Data.
◦ Start with what you know and have already

 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDs)

 State Freight Plan

 Local Zoning Maps

 Metropolitan Transportation Plan

 Port and Airport Plans and Profiles

◦ Marry this with Data and Publications

 TRANSEARCH

 Freight Analysis Framework

 Demographic Data – Info USA

 Commodity Flow Survey

 NCFRP Report 14 – Guidebook for Understanding Urban Goods 
Movement

 Quick Response Freight Manual II



















Existing Plans and Programs



Existing Plans and Programs



DONE!

Recap
1. Use the Template.

2. Beg, Borrow, and Steal from existing sources.

3. Learn your Locale by involving/getting involved 
with private stakeholders.

Geaux Tigers!

Geaux Saints!



Questions?

Did we miss an important data source?

Where would you spend a $10k budget for 
freight related data?

-Matt Johns, Rapides Area Planning Commission

matt@rapc.info

mailto:matt@rapc.info


Panel Questions?


