
All Modes Considered: 

Moving Freight in the  

Portland Metro Region3 





Regional/State Freight Collaboration 

ÅRegional Freight and Goods Movement Task Force 
(inactive) 

ÅOregon Freight Advisory Committee 

ÅPortland Freight Committee 

ÅOregon Rail Users League 

ÅPortland Air Cargo Association 

ÅPacific Northwest Waterways Association 

ÅOregon Transportation Forum 

ÅJoint Policy Advisory Council on Transportation (JPACT) 

ÅTransportation Policy Advisory committee (TPAC) 

 



Regional Freight Activities 

ÅRegional Freight Action Plan (2010) 

ÅCommodity Flow Forecast (update underway) 

ÅCost of Congestion (2006) 

ÅPortland Vancouver Trade Capacity Analysis (2006) 

ÅOver dimensional Routes Study (to begin in 2014) 

 



Brookings Metropolitan Export Initiative (MEI)  

ÅPortland region- 1of 4 US regions for strategy deep-dive  

ïDoubled exports between 2003-2008 

ïOne of largest and fastest growing export economies (2nd 
in intensity and 2nd in growth) 

ÅOver 1/5 of economy comes from exports 

ÅRanks 12th in exports annually ($22 B) 

ÅRanks 15th in export dependent jobs (126,000) 

ÅGoods are the most common export from the region 
(79%) 

ïComputer and electronics industry dominates local 
exports   

 



Portland Region:  Westside Freight Access 

and Logistics Analysis 

ÅOne of the actions to 
accomplish the strategy:  
 
Leverage primary and 

computer and Electronics 
Exporters  in the region s  
Metropolitan Export 
Initiative Business Plan 

 

 



Westside Freight Access & Logistics Analysis 

ÅStakeholder Interviews 

ïOf most interest was: 

ÅFastest routing 

ÅCarrier equipment type and availability 

ÅCarrier qualification 

ÅCost 

ïForwarders and 3rd party logistics make the gateway decisions 

ïPDX while not always the point of departure for air, it is largely the 
point of consolidation for other gateways  

 

 

 



Westside Freight Access & Logistics Analysis 

ÅTransportation system analysis 

ïStakeholder interviews 
resulted in need for  

ÅUnderstanding Average 
travel time 

ÅDistance and # 
segments to get to 
connections 

ÅReliability of the 
segments 

ÅNeed for new 
connections 
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System Issues 

ÅLimited route choice 

ÅUS 26, I-5  travel 
time reliability 

ÅUS 30 /Columbia 
connection 

ÅFreeway Access 
and ramp meters 

ÅConditions on 
Cornelius Pass 

 

Westside Freight Access & Logistics Analysis 



Westside Freight Access & Logistics Analysis 

ÅFindings- Most short-term help from ITS and System Operation 
Improvements  

ïTraveler information-predictive, data technology and capital 
improvements   

ïRamp Meter Bypass for Trucks-signage, design metering impacts, 
eligibility, enforcement  

ïEnhanced Incident response-State run vs. contracted 

ïProject improvements along key corridors- priority for 
improvements in these corridors vs. general system upgrades  

 



Columbia Multimodal Corridor Study 

 

 



 

Significant Economic Activity 



Corridor Transportation Assets 



Data Used 

INRIX  

Regional Travel Demand Model 

Origin/Destination Link Capacity Travel Time 


