[bookmark: _GoBack]House passed Continuing Resolution (CR) by 301-123

The House passed a continuing resolution (CR) by a vote to 301-123. The CR runs until November 21 and appropriates funds to keep the federal government open for the duration of the CR at current funding levels. The bill now moves to the Senate.
Senate Appropriators Approve FY2020 Transportation Funding
Today the Senate Appropriations Committee unanimously approved (31-0) the FY20 Transportation, HUD, & Independent Agencies (THUD) bill two days after the Subcommittee approved the bill.
 
The Senate’s fiscal year 2020 THUD Appropriations bill provides $86.6 billion in budgetary resources for the US Department of Transportation, $168 million more than fiscal year 2019. Within this total, the Senate bill provides $25.3 billion in discretionary appropriations and $61.3 billion in obligation limitation. It would also include $1 billion for BUILD discretionary grants in 2020.
 
Federal Highway Administration
The bill includes $2.7 billion in additional discretionary appropriations and $47 billion in obligation limitation (FAST Act amount) for a total of $49.8 billion. This is $546 million above the fiscal year 2019 level and $2.6 billion above the President’s budget request. The bill proposes to increase the additional discretionary amount to the FAST Act authorized level by $1.25 billion in FHWA formula funds. It also proposes $1.25 billion for bridge repair and replacement, $100 million for the National Significant Federal Lands and Tribal transportation program, and $100 million for the Appalachian Development Highway System (ADHS).
 
Public Transportation 
The bill includes close to $13 billion in budget authority, which is $562 million above the President’s budget request. Within this amount, the bill includes $560 million in increases to FAST Act formula programs, including $390 million for Bus and Bus Repair, $40 million for State of Good Repair, $40 million for Low and No Emission grants, $40 million for formula grants for rural areas, and $40 million is for high density state apportionments. 

Program House Senate
· BUILD Discretionary Grants $1 billion $1 billion
· Highways (HTF) $46.3 billion $46.3 billion
· Highways (Added Gen Funds) $1.750 billion $2.7 billion
· Transit Formula Grants $10.150 billion $10.150 billion
· Transit (Added Gen Funds) $750 million $560 million
· FTA Capital Investment Grants $2.302 billion $1.978 billion

The next step in the Senate is for the bill to be passed on the Senate floor. The House passed its THUD bill before the Summer recess as part of a multi-agency “mini-bus” appropriations bill. Once the Senate passes the FY20 THUD bill, leadership in each chamber will determine when and how to conference the two THUD bills. Congress will focus on passing a continuing resolution (CR) before the end of September to keep the federal government open. With only a week and half left in September the THUD will likely be passed later in the year. 
 
Grant Announcement
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) noticed in the Federal Register yesterday the opportunity to apply for approximately $19.19 million of funding under the Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development Planning.  Applicants under the TOD Pilot Program must be FTA grantees (i.e.,
existing direct and designated recipients) as of the publication date of the grant notice. 
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-09-18/pdf/2019-20192.pdf
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