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AMPO Survey Results:  Technical Priorities

To assess the resource needs of the MPO community, in February, 2005 AMPO conducted a survey of all MPOs.  The survey received 82 responses.  Responding MPOs rated, on a scale of one to ten (one means no need, ten indicates an immediate, extensive need), several broad categories, followed by more specific subcategories within each.  The results illustrate the diverse needs of MPOs across the country – each category and subcategory was given each possible rating by at least one MPO.  Presented here are the mean ratings for each category and subcategory, followed by mean broad category ratings broken apart by MPO size and attainment status.  
Overall, MPOs are most in need of technical resources, and in particular would like more “best practices.”  In the same vein, the second most highly rated subcategory is “access to current and diverse MPO-related information.”  The subcategory that elicited the strongest response – more 10s than any other response – is “helping policy board members become the voice of the MPO.”  
MPOs also express a need for resources to better their public participation/communication efforts, and to help them become better resources for other agencies and the public.  MPOs report a les significant need for resources dealing with institutional structure, though, as in each category, several have a very strong need in that area.  
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Mean Ratings – 
Broad Categories:

Mean Ratings:
	Technical Resources/Solutions
	6.72

	Best practices - planning practice and institutional issues
	6.82

	Safe Streets
	6.29

	Intelligent transportation systems
	6.22

	Safety
	6.16

	Transit-oriented and transit-ready development
	5.95

	Context sensitive design
	5.91

	Complete Streets
	5.85

	Systems operations in general
	5.78

	Security
	5.54

	

	Public Participation/Communication
	6.28

	Public
	6.60

	Elected Officials
	6.23

	Stakeholders/committee members
	6.04


	MPOs as a Resource
	6.27

	For public
	6.65

	For member localities
	6.57

	For transit partners
	6.14

	For DOT
	6.02


	Staff Management/Development
	5.56

	Easy access to current and diverse MPO-related information
	6.79

	Cost effective tools and techniques for educating committees, municipal officials/staff and technical staff
	6.64

	Staff skill development/education
	6.55

	Enhance institutional knowledge
	5.62

	Management of technical staff
	5.21

	Staff retention
	4.66


	Policy Board Development
	5.51

	Helping policy board members become voice of MPO
	6.50

	Cost-effective tools and techniques for educating policy boards
	6.33

	Managing rapid board turnover
	4.15


	Institutional Structure of MPOs
	4.16

	Funding - matching funds options and mechanics
	6.00

	Understanding guidance and regulations
	5.83

	Document (TIP, LRP, UPWP, etc.) development and methods
	5.70

	Organizational reengineering for effectiveness/strategic planning
	5.25

	Organizational management and administration, including hosting arrangements
	4.93

	Jurisdictional equity (e.g. weighted board structure)
	3.89

	DOT impacts/jurisdiction - weighted voting options and issues
	3.87

	Transit as a voting member
	3.53

	Voting structure in general
	3.41


Broad Categories:  Responses by population and attainment status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ozone Status

	
	
	Population
	Attainment
	Non-Attainment/Maintenance

	
	All responses
	<200k
	200-500k
	500k-1m
	1m+ 
	All
	<200k
	200k+
	All
	<200k
	200k+

	Technical Resources
	6.72
	6.60
	7.13
	6.00
	7.06
	6.90
	6.66
	7.55
	6.17
	5.60
	5.23

	Public Participation
	6.28
	5.96
	6.75
	5.43
	7.63
	6.22
	6.10
	6.55
	6.37
	4.90
	6.45

	MPOs as a Resource
	6.27
	6.10
	6.88
	5.29
	7.19
	6.34
	6.14
	6.91
	6.03
	5.00
	7.10

	Staff Management
	5.56
	5.21
	5.75
	6.00
	6.13
	5.56
	5.10
	6.55
	5.37
	4.70
	4.60

	Policy Board Development
	5.51
	5.40
	5.00
	5.75
	5.75
	5.49
	5.34
	5.64
	5.19
	4.50
	5.70

	Institutional Structure
	4.16
	3.92
	4.25
	4.86
	4.56
	3.85
	3.52
	4.45
	4.47
	4.20
	3.52
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