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Date:

January 8th, 2007

To: 

Policy Committee


Cc: 

AMPO Membership


  
  From:  
Debbie Singer

RE: 

House Toughens Rules on Budget and Earmarks




Last week, the House of Representatives passed broad new budget enforcement rules and earmark disclosure requirements as part of the first “100 hours” of legislative activity.  The new budget rules require offsets for any new spending or new tax cuts.  These rules, entitled “pay-as-you-go”, are designed to prevent continued growth in the deficit.  The House did include language in the rules that would allow a vote to waive these requirements.

The new earmark disclosure requirements mandate that sponsors of individual earmarks be identified in all spending, authorizing, and tax legislation.  House members will also have to justify each earmark and certify that neither the lawmaker nor the lawmaker’s spouse will benefit from the earmark.  Finally, the rules preclude House leadership from trading earmarks for votes on legislation.

While the House moved quickly on these two items, the Senate is expected to take up to two weeks to change its’ ethics rules.  This week, the Senate will begin considering an ethics package that, among other things, would ban gifts from lobbyists, require earmark sponsors to identify themselves, and require earmark sponsors to provide a legitimate government purpose for each earmark.

We will continue to keep you apprised of any additional information.
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LEGISLATIVE ALERT!
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