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Date:

July 29th, 2005

To: 

Policy Committee


Cc: 

AMPO Membership

  
  From:  
Debbie Singer

RE: 
VOTES EXPECTED ON COMPROMISE TRANSPORTATION BILL TODAY
Both House and Senate conferees are expected to vote on the compromise bill later today or possibly tomorrow morning.  Once both the House and the Senate pass the compromise bill, the President is expected to sign it into law.  However, the President may take some additional time to review the bill before signing, and therefore Congress may have to pass another short-term extension to keep transportation programs operating.

The vote in the House had been scheduled for yesterday evening, but one House member objected to a provision in the conference report that would reopen a closed runway at the Malmstrom Air Force Base in Montana.  Representative Christopher Shays (R-CT) was upset that the House allowed the inclusion of this controversial and unrelated provision in the bill.

After Representative Shays raised his concern, several members joined him in arguing that the provision did not belong in the bill.  They said that if the provision remains in the bill, they would vote against final bill passage.  

Congressman Don Young (R-AK), Chairman of the Transportation & Infrastructure Committee and the Conference Committee Chairman told members that there would be an opportunity to remove the provision with the technical correction bill, but that did not satisfy Representative Shays.  House leadership worked late into the night, attempting to find a solution, and ultimately, they removed the provision from the bill. 

According to conference committee members, negotiations on a compromise bill were more difficult this time around than they had ever been.  Several issues delayed the filing of the conference report when conference committee Democrats apparently discovered several provisions in the bill that did not reflect agreements that they had struck with the Republican majority.

The final bill will guarantee that all states will receive at least 92 cents back on every dollar they pay into the highway trust fund by FY 2008, a year sooner than had initially been proposed.  In another major concession to donor states, 92 percent of all highway funds will be distributed to states based on a formula.  This percentage will include funding for earmarked projects.  States will also receive at least 20 percent more funding during the term of the bill than they received under the six years of TEA-21.

MPOs will see an increase in their PL takedown from 1.0% in TEA-21 to 1.25% in this bill.  In TEA-21, MPOs received approximately $1.1 billion over the life of the bill.  Over the life of this bill, MPOs will receive approximately $1.7 - $2.0 billion depending on the final calculations.  

We will keep you posted with additional information. 
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LEGISLATIVE ALERT!
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