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Date:

July 27th, 2005

To: 

Policy Committee


Cc: 

AMPO Membership


  
  From:  
Debbie Singer

RE: 
CONFEREES EXPECTED TO FILE CONFERENCE REPORT ON REAUTHORIZATION BILL 
After lengthy negotiations, conferees are expected to file the conference report on a compromise long-term transportation reauthorization bill soon.  Some experts believe that the report will be filed today, but it is possible that they will not file the conference report until the House vote on CAFTA is completed, which will occur later this week.  The House CAFTA vote may also affect projects in the transportation bill, as House leadership had apparently threatened to reduce earmarks for members of the House who did not vote to support CAFTA.

According to staff members working on the bill, as of Tuesday night, conferees had come to agreements on all outstanding issues and while conferees agreed that there were still a few things to work out, nothing was serious enough to prevent the filing of a conference report this week.  One issue that had not been resolved by Tuesday night was a disagreement on how much unused contract authority could be carried over from TEA-21.  The White House has objected to carrying over any contract authority, which puts it at odds with Congress.

Conferees have been very tight-lipped about the compromise bill and no statement about the contents of the bill has been made. It is likely that we will not know any details until the conference report is filed and released.  

If the conference report is filed today, watch for the House to take up the measure on Thursday and the Senate to follow on Friday.  Because the current extension is set to expire today at midnight, it appears that Congress will have to pass one more short-term extension to get the bill done.  

We will keep you posted with additional information. 
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