DRAFT for AMPO Members

The American Power Act (APA)

Released by Senator Kerry and Lieberman

(Based on the Discussion Draft released 5/12/2010)

· January 1, 2013 – emission restrictions commence on covered entities.

· Providers of refined products (including gasoline and diesel) must purchase emission allowances from the Administrator of the EPA to comply with established emissions levels.

· Maximum of $2.5B to the Highway Trust Fund

· Up to $1.875B for TIGER Grants (ARRA)

· Up to $1.875B for grants to States and MPOs to update targets and strategies, implement plans. 

·  Up to 10% shall be available to MPOs to develop and update plans, including targets and strategies - funds distributed by population formula. 

· The remainder of the funds are available as grants (performance awards) to states and MPOs.  EPA and USDOT will develop criteria taking into consideration – quantity of GHG to be reduced, quantity of GHG reduced per capita, cost-effectiveness, progress toward achieving targets, past reductions in GHG, plans that increase mobility particularly for low-income, elderly, minorities, disabled, households without vehicles, and other factors.  Grants may only be used for strategies that reduce emissions.  Federal share is 80% of costs.

Sec. 1711 Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions Through Transportation Efficiency (Clean Air Act amendments)

· EPA consults with USDOT to issue regulations establishing national transportation GHG reduction goals, standardize models and methods to address goals (including – development of reduction targets under metro planning, assessment of transportation GHG emissions from state and regional plans, establishment of GHG emission baselines, assessment of actual emissions to assess progress towards targets), methods for collecting data, and publish successful strategies.

· USDOT consults with EPA to issue regulations to improve models and tools to address emissions, assess travel activity, and update planning requirements and approval of plans.

· In developing the rules USDOT and EPA shall consult with states and MPOs, use existing models and methodologies that are widely considered to reflect best practicable approach for assess actual and projected emissions, and shall consider previously developed plans for first approval of plans.

· 1-year to proposed regulations.  18 months to finalize the regulations.  (Both from the date of enactment) 

· Every 6 years EPA and USDOT joint assess progress in reducing transportation GHG emission and decide is the regulations require updating, including planning under Title 23.

Amendments to Metro Planning (134)

· New factors to consider include - adapting to the effects of climate change, sustainability, livability, energy conservation, land use patterns, housing, public health, and quality of life.

· The planning process in a TMA must include targets and strategies to meet the targets.  Non-TMAs can participate but will be subject to the all applicable provisions and requirements under APA.

· 2-years after the final rule under CAA MPOs shall develop targets and strategies to meet the targets.  (Consult with state air agencies and Indian tribes).

· Each plan shall demonstrate progress in stabilizing and reducing emissions so as to contribute to the state reductions.

· Targets and strategies at a minimum must  – be based on models/methodologies under CAA, inventory ALL surface transportation GHGs, apply to transportation modes addressed by MPO planning, be integrated & consistent with regional plans and TIPs, be selected through scenario analysis, (and include investment & management strategies such as increasing public transportation ridership, efforts to increase biking and walking, zoning to support transit oriented development, demand management programs, operation improvements, passenger rail, highspeed rail, use of materials and equipment that reduce GHG, and other strategies).

· USDOT and the EPA shall review the plan not later than 180 after submission, the Secretary will determine if the plan meets the requirements - if the MPO developed, submitted, and published the plan; in consultation with the EPA determines the plan is likely to achieve the targets and; the plan complies with the minimum requirements (see bullet above).

· Failure to comply will not impact MPO certification.

· Only MPOs that meet the requirements are eligible for performance grants.

