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Date:

April 27, 2005

To: 

Policy Committee


Cc: 

AMPO Membership


  
  From:  
Debbie Singer

RE: 
FRIST OPTS NOT TO OFFER SAFETEA AMENDMENT
Yesterday, I wrote that Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-TN) was planning on offering an amendment that would shift $2 billion from core funding areas into highway construction projects, thereby attempting to appease several Senators from donor states who are concerned about the amount of money that their states get back from the Highway Trust Fund.

Late last night, Senator Frist pulled his amendment from consideration.  His staff indicated that he worked out a deal with the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee, however the details of that deal have not been released.

Also yesterday the Senate voted 94-6 to invoke cloture and limit debate.  The six Senators who voted against cloture were John Cornyn (R-TX), Judd Gregg (R-NH), Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX), John Kyl (R-AZ), John McCain (R-AZ), and John Sununu (R-NH).  All of these Senators represent donor states, demonstrating that the donor-donee issue is still key to bill action.  Senator Gregg (R-NH), Chairman of the Senate Budget Committee, said that he voted against cloture because he would oppose any bill above $284 billion and he is aware that several Senators are interested in increasing the bill’s funding.

Expect Senator Kit Bond (R-MO), Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee Chairman, to offer an amendment today that would remove stormwater provisions from the Senate bill.  

It is still unclear whether the Senate will hold a final vote on SAFETEA before the Senators leave for a two-week recess.  Senators Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee and Max Baucus (D-MT), Ranking Member of the Senate Finance Committee, are planning to offer an amendment that would allow spending on the bill to go up from the current $284 billion to $295 billion through stronger enforcement of fuel tax fraud provisions.  The details of the amendment are expected to remain secret until just prior to a final vote on the Bill.

The White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) warned Senators that a bill at more than $284 billion would lead to a recommendation of a Presidential veto.  OMB also warned that the bipartisan “Build America Bonds” amendment, which may be offered by Senators Jim Talent (R-MO) and Ron Wyden (D-OR), would trigger a veto if it were in the final bill.

We will keep you posted with additional information.
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LEGISLATIVE ALERT!
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