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RE:       Senate Committee Approves America's Climate Security Act of 2007 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Last night, after a nine-and-a-half hour markup, the Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee passed the America's Climate Security Act of 2007 (S 2191). All eight of the panel's Democrats, including EPW Chairwoman Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and presidential candidate Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-NY), voted for the bill. Sen. John Warner (R-VA) was the only Republican to vote for the legislation.

This is the first meaningful step the Senate has taken toward addressing climate change. As it is currently written, the bill would aim to reduce total domestic emissions by 18 to 25 percent below 2005 levels by 2020, and by 62 to 66 percent by 2050. The bill included language which directs one percent of total emission allowances to the states for use on public transportation. The allowance dedication for transit is estimated at $1 -1.5 billion, double the current federal investment.
The committee markup session included debate on more than 40 amendments. The Republicans offered a majority of the amendments but few of them were approved which will likely lead to even more push back as this bill moves the Senate floor. Highlighted below are a number of the amendments that were passed:

· Impose a low carbon fuel performance standard. It would require oil used for transportation to meet a standard of 5 percent less carbon per unit of energy in 2015 and 10 percents less in 2020. This is in addition to another provision in the bill’s caps on emissions from petroleum refiners; offered by Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN) 

· Authorize additional funding for the EPA and other government agencies to implement the act; offered by Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin (D-MD) 

· Adopted two amendments would allow coastal states to use their emission allowances to plan for the effects of global warming; offered by Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I) 

· Give states some leeway in using their allowance funds to address the economic effects from climate change and the bill's new regulatory requirements; offered by Sen. John Barrasso (R-WY) 

There were a number of amendments that we rejected or immediately withdrawn. The committee decided to table the most controversial issues until the bill moves to the Senate floor early next year.

In related news, House Democratic leaders are planning a vote today on the Energy Independence and Security Act (HR-6). This bill would increase the Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFÉ) standards and require increased production of biofuels and renewable electricity. The measure also repeals billions of dollars of tax breaks for large oil companies to pay for renewable energy incentives.

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) indicated that he intends to file a Saturday cloture vote on energy legislation if it clears the House today.

The cloture vote requires 60 votes to succeed, and Senate Republicans are vowing to oppose the bill because of oil taxes and a renewable electricity provision, which requires utilities to supply escalating amounts of power from sources like wind and solar energy. These provisions have also drawn a White House veto threat.
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