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Date:

June 22nd, 2005

To: 

Policy Committee


Cc: 

AMPO Membership


  
  From:  
Debbie Singer

RE: 
SENATE CONFEREES AGREE TO OVERALL FUNDING COMPROMISE; NO RESPONSE FROM HOUSE CONFEREES
Late Monday evening, Senate conferees offered to meet halfway between the Senate-passed $295 billion reauthorization bill and the House-passed $284 billion bill by voting to support a $290 billion funding level through FY 2009.  While several House members would like to see the overall dollar amount at this higher level, House leadership was angered by the fact that Senate conferees want to control 50% of the earmarks in the bill.  Representative Tom Petri (R-WI), the Chairman of the House Highways, Transit, and Pipelines Subcommittee, suggested that this split was “unprecedented”.  Typically, the Senate chooses approximately 20% of the projects in the final bill, based on its share of total Congressional Membership.  

Senate conferees also agreed on a mechanism for defining the “scope” of total highway spending that is included when setting state allocations.  This would help to calm the concerns of some donor state representatives because it would ensure that donor states would receive at least 92 cents back for every dollar that they pay into the Highway Trust Fund.

As of Tuesday evening, House conferees issued no formal response on the compromise offer and Conference Committee Chairman Don Young (R-AK) has yet to set up another formal meeting of conferees.  In the meantime, some conferees are talking about the possibility of another short-term extension that would give conferees through the end of July to pass a bill, even as Chairman Young indicated that he was going to do his best to finish work on the bill by the June 30th deadline.

The President continues to advocate on behalf of a $284 billion bill, threatening to veto anything above that number, providing another stumbling block to the already complex and contentious process.

We will keep you posted with additional information. 
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