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Date:

August 6th, 2007
To: 

Policy Committee


Cc: 

AMPO Membership


  
  From:  

Colin Hubbell

RE: 
Plan for SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections Dropped; DOT Chooses Semi-finalists for Urban Partnership Program; Senate Approves National Infrastructure Act of 2007
A plan to include the SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections bill in the Water Resources Development Act of 2007 conference report was vacated due to controversies surrounding the transit provision and the reallocation of the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) congestion initiative.  The legislation is similar to the SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections bill passed by the House in March of 2007 with the exception of some new project specific provisions.

Nine of the United State’s most congested cities have been chosen as semi-finalists by DOT for a federal program that will provide a total of $1.1 billion to attack the problem.  The Department will also support winning proposals with an expedited review process and technical advice.  The semi-finalist cities represent one-third of all highway congestion among the 85 largest U.S. cities and account for 20 percent of all the nation’s vehicle travel. Semi-finalist proposals for the Urban Partnership program include: Atlanta, Dallas, Denver, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Miami, New York City, San Diego, San Francisco, and Seattle.  A winner will be chosen by mid-August.

The Senate unanimously passed the National Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2007 last week.  The legislation calls for the creation of a national commission that will address the level of deterioration within U.S. infrastructure and shape future needs through policy recommendations.  The bill also seeks to promote an infrastructure that will meet current and future demands while facilitating economic growth.  

Please feel free to contact me at chubbell@ampo.org should you have any questions.

We will continue to keep you apprised of any additional information.
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