4/30/07



AMPO Memo Form


[image: image1.wmf] 


[image: image2.wmf] 


Date:

April 30th, 2007
To: 

Policy Committee


Cc: 

AMPO Membership


  
  From:  
Debbie Singer

RE: 

Iraq Spending Bill Includes Highway Funding Items

Last week, both the House and the Senate approved emergency supplemental appropriations measures to fund U.S. military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan that the President has threatened to veto, perhaps as soon as today.  This legislation, however, also includes a provision related to transportation.  A highway spending provision included in the legislation would take away $683 million in highway funding apportionments to states and re-appropriate that amount to address critical emergency road repair projects.  This would mean that States would receive less money than expected as compared to SAFETEA-LU authorized levels and the money that they would have received would be spent at the discretion of the Federal Highway Administration.

Several Congressional members were highly critical of this provision, including House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee Chair James Oberstar (D-MN), however Mr. Oberstar, like many others, ended up voting for the overall supplemental appropriations package.  With the President’s expected veto of this legislation, Congress will likely be forced to offer another supplemental appropriations package for the President’s approval.  In light of this, Chairman Oberstar has argued that the provision be removed because it would seriously weaken Congressional intent by reducing dollars available for the CMAQ program, saying that “although CMAQ funds represent only about 4 to 5 percent of highway apportionments each year, CMAQ funds have accounted for about 20 percent of total highway funds rescinded in recent years.”  House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee ranking member John Mica (R-FL) has joined Chairman Oberstar to keep the highway funding change out of upcoming versions of the supplemental appropriations package.

Appropriations staff people have said that the provision to reduce state apportionments to pay for emergency repairs was necessary to keep the overall total of the appropriations supplemental in check.  

The legislation also includes several less controversial items related to transportation, including $978 million for the Transportation Security Administration, which includes money for transit and rail security grants.

Please feel free to contact me at dsinger@ampo.org should you have any questions.

We will continue to keep you apprised of any additional information.
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