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Date:

March 20th, 2007
To: 

Policy Committee


Cc: 

AMPO Membership


  
  From:  
Debbie Singer

RE: 

National Surface Transportation Policy & Revenue Study Commission Holds Field Hearing

Yesterday, the National Surface Transportation Policy & Revenue Study Commission held a Field Hearing in Washington, D.C. where Commissioners heard from a variety of transportation stakeholders on the pressing issues facing our nation’s transportation system.

The Commission invited several panelists with different perspectives to testify during this one-day field hearing.  Jim McKenzie, Executive Director of Metroplan and Immediate Past Vice-President and Policy Committee Chairman of AMPO, was asked to speak on a panel with representatives from AASHTO, the American Association of Port Authorities, and the National Congress of American Indians.  Mr. McKenzie offered his perspective on possible solutions to the problems facing the highway trust fund and focused much of his testimony on the importance of energy independence.  Mr. McKenzie’s testimony will be available on the AMPO website later today at www.ampo.org.

The National Surface Transportation Policy & Revenue Study Commission will continue to host field hearings throughout the United States in order to get as complete of a picture as possible of the problems and issues facing our transportation system.  The Commission will be hosting two field hearings in April, one in Minneapolis and one in Chicago.  AMPO is a co-sponsor of the Chicago field hearing.  While the Commission is expected to present a report to Congress in July, pending legislation would give the Commission through the end of 2007 to complete its’ work.  For more information on the Commission, visit its’ new website at www.transportationfortomorrow.org.

Please feel free to contact me at dsinger@ampo.org should you have any questions.  We will continue to keep you apprised of any additional information.
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