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AMPO Survey Results:  Local Outreach
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This survey, intended to gather information on how to successfully engage local agencies and practitioners in research planning and priority setting, was sent to all MPOs in November 2003, and received 54 responses.   The survey was conducted at the request of the Research and Technology Coordinating Council of the Transportation Research Board, and is part of a continuing, independent assessment of the Federal Highway Administration’s research and technology program. 

1. In which of the following areas is your MPO most interested in seeing research improvements?

Other:

· Congestion Management

· Documenting and reengineering project development process; local/regional transportation authority models

· Land use transportation connection

· Land use transportation nexus

· Land Use/Transportation Interface

· Land use/transportation, infill, housing/transportation, SIP/air quality model development

· Model development, forecasting socio-economic inputs for model

· Public participation

· System Performance Indicators and Management

· Transit

· Transit-Oriented Development

2. From which of the following sources is your MPO most likely to learn about highway transportation innovation?

[image: image4.wmf]43

24

2

34

28

24

5

10

7

Professional Associations

Consultants

Supplier Representatives

State DOTs

Professional Contacts

FHWA Resource Centers

Local Technical Assistance

Program (LTAP) centers

Universities

Other


Other:

· Conferences

· Metropolitan Capacity Building Program

· Natl. Transit Institute

· Trade magazines

· Transportation Research Board

· TRB, statewide organizations

· Websites

3. In which ways would your MPO prefer to be involved as stakeholders in highway R & T planning and programming?
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Other:

· Suggest research topics

· Thru U of MN CTS 
4. Who within your MPO would be the best point of contact for research program stakeholder involvement?
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Other:

· Senior Transportation Planner

5. What mechanisms are currently in place for your MPO to provide information to FHWA and AASHTO about where innovation is needed?

[image: image6.wmf]25

36

39

5

11

4

1

National Associations (through

listservs, committees, etc.)

Direct contact with FHWA

Division Offices and Resource

Centers

Direct contact with state DOT

Local Technical Assistance

Program (LTAP) centers

Transportation Research Board

activities

No mechanisms currently in

place

Other


Other:

· Serve on various professional groups

6. Which of the following is most likely to receive a response from your MPO?
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7. Has your MPO been involved in any research, demonstration or "early implementation" projects?  If so, please describe:

· 511 real time travel information, Freeway Call Boxes and roving tow trucks, "smart" arterial corridors (Metropolitan Transportation Commission, Chris Brittle)

· Beta testing UrbanSim (land distribution model) (Wasatch Front Regional Council, Chuck Chappell)

· Development of Places model for measuring land use and growth impacts on transportation and environmental features Development of advanced travel/land use/transportation model for use in transportation planning (Sacramento Area Council of Governments, Steve Guhin)

· Do not know (Central Midlands Council of Governments, Wayne Shuler)

· EUTS has been a member of the management team along with FHWA, INDOT, KYTC as the environmental document for the NAFTA corridor I-69 through Indiana and Kentucky is being developed. (Evansville Urban Transportation Study, Rose m. Zigenfus)

· Florida DOT has developed "Efficient Transportation Decision-Making" as a process to respond to environmental streamlining.  We have been involved in the development process during the past 2 years and are now starting implementation. (West Florida Regional Planning Council, Michael Zeigler)

· In the late 90s, ACOG, the MPO for the Oklahoma City Regional Transportation Study (OCARTS)  area, was the recipient of an Early Deployment Study for IITS & incident Mgt. Our region has also participated in Peer to Peer programs for Freight Study and Major Highway Investments in the last five years. (ACOG, Linda Koenig)

· Integration of computer aided dispatch with vehicle location technology to provide real time assessment of bus travel time to visitors accessing this information through kiosks and direct dial telephones. (Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, Richard Wiggins)

· Involved with many projects and councils at U of MN CTS, especially their 5 year series of studies entitled the "Transportation and Regional Growth Studies" (Metropolitan Council, Connie Kozlak)

· Management & operations areas that involve incident management, safety & evacuation planning, and traffic signals.  CUBE/Voyager software research  GPS/Skycomp applications  TRANUS development (land use model) (Baltimore Metropolitan Council, Regina Aris)

· Modeling, ITS (Broward County MPO, Jennifer Schaufele)

· Our MPO is part of the Bus Rapid Transit Consortium under the direction of FTA. (Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada, Jacob Snow)

· Provided data to EPA contractor for study comparing regional networks (using GIS to derive intersection density and similar measures).   Study attempted to correlate low intersection density, interconnectivity, etc. with higher levels of congestion.  Currently working with researchers at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville on a demonstration project to apply Florida's Urban Land Use Allocation Model (ULAM) software here in the Nashville region.  This is part of a multi-year effort to improve the MPO's regional travel demand model. (Nashville Area MPO, Jeanne Stevens)

· The MPO has participated in research through surveys the review of the Transportation Research Board and discussion with other MPOs to improve the movement of people and goods throughout the United States. The MPO has been involved in a local demonstration project for the implementation of a fixed route tranist service. (Jacksonville MPO, Mike Kozlosky)

· TransCAD GIS and travel demand forecasting model (SRPEDD, Roland Hebert)

· We are developing a grant from FHWA on Transportation Pricing study. PSRC is involved in a variety of research projects - primarily with relationships with people in various programs at the University of Washington. (PSRC, Rick Olson)

· We have been working on and have just completed a land use/transportation model.  We are out of the testing stage and plan on using it in our work. (CCMPO, William Knight)

· Yes--officially: --Transportation & Community & System Preservation pilot program--Land Use/ATrasnportation & various public involvement and research activities Informally: Management & operations (AMPO FOCUS GROUP) and related local implementation activities: --one of the earliest implementers of GIS and related planning applications in Michigan; --various TMIP type model improvements --beta tester Michigan Management Systems --early involvement/implementation in model "walkable" communities training  efforts; --various local efforts (i.e.-pulbic involvement innovations, access management ITS architecture development and other assorted initiatives) (Tri-County Regional Planning Commission, Paul Hamilton)

· Yes.  Several projects and programs related to U.S./Canada border commerce and security. (Whatcom Council of Governments, James Miller)

8. Any additional comments?

· Conducting formal research projects is usually "out-of-reach" for small MPOs with limited planning funds. (Pueblo Area Council of Governments, Bill Moore)

· Currently our state DOT uses all of the federal research dollars (for their own devices) that our state receives.  It would be helpful to have a policy in place that would mandate at least some of those funds must be distributed to MPOs.  It's our feeling that mid to small MPOs receive little to no benefit from federal PL research dollars. (Whatcom Council of Governments, James Miller)

· FHWA needs to aggressively pursue more ways to be flexible in allowing funding recipients to spend federal funds for innovative projects that advance the state of the art. (Sacramento Area Council of Governments, Steve Guhin)

· Most of our activities relate to various operational programs that MTC performs either separately or with other transportation partners, rather than planning related research. We feel that in these areas we do keep abreast of the latest technologies and information. (Metropolitan Transportation Commission, Chris Brittle)

· Since MPO's and MPO staff are primarily engaged in a production environment, easy entry low budget (up to 50K) research mini-grant programs should be made available to MPO's to pursue research and innovative applications in addition to our daily responsibilities; frequently we can identify opportunities for research and innovation in applications which may have broader general interest to transportation professionals, however lack of funding and staff time also frequently limits our ability to implement or pursue research or innovative applications, since they may hinder ongoing production activities. Providing small pots of funds that could be made available to MPO's using easy entry application procedures could offset the reluctance of many Executive Directors to pursue innovative applications or research by offsetting the local cost and staffing impacts of those activities by providing funds to permit staff to pursue such innovations and research in order for the research itself to pay its own way without having to be subsidized by local governments and our local MPO budgets. (Tri-County Regional Planning Commission, Paul Hamilton)

· Transportation Planning and Traffic Operations are and will be an important factor in the way areas grow, are redeveloped and/ or impacted in the future. The means for the movement of goods and people can be accomplished through more efficient methods than presently exist. I would like to see additional research completed to identify these mechanisms. (Jacksonville MPO, Mike Kozlosky)

· We are particularly interested in improved methods for calculating emissions reductions from various types of transportation projects.  We also see a real lack of proof for the transportation design principles being advocated by New Urbanist planners.  We think the benefits may be there, but very few areas seem to be quantifying the "before/after" effects.  This is a key area where  research efforts should be focused. (Nashville Area MPO, Jeanne Stevens)

· We don't have time to be involved in research. (Dover/Kent County Metropolitan Planning Organization, Juanita Wieczoreck)
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